YUBA WATER AGENCY
Over the past 50 years, Yuba Water Agency has successfully integrated all of its water resource

project operations and is a model for sustainable management of Yuba County’s most precious asset, the
Yuba River, maximizing social, economic and environmental benefits.

BACKGROUND: Since our 1959 establishment, Yuba Water Agency has worked to reduce the risk of

flooding, provide water supply reliability, generate hydropower, sustainably manage groundwater resources,
enhance fish habitat, and offer recreational opportunities for the people of Yuba County. This introductory
video presents a brief explanation of our history, accomplishments and plans for the future.

CALIFORNIA BENEFITS: Yuba Water Agency plays a significant role in California. On average, the

agency annually transfers more than 100,000 acre-feet of water to the Department of Water Resources (DWR),
and those supplies help meet the needs of farms and cities statewide. Through hydropower generation, we
generate enough clean, carbon-free electricity (more than 400 Mw) to supply power to more than 300,000
California homes. We reinvest our revenue in projects to reduce the flood risk in Yuba County, which also
benefits the region and contributes to the state’s overall flood protection goals.

THE YUBA RIVER DEVELOPMENT PROJECT: Yuba Water Agency owns and operates the Yuba
River Development Project. Nestled in the beautiful foothills of the Sierra Nevada mountains, the Yuba River
Development Project significantly reduces flood risk and ensures a reliable water supply for the people of
Yuba County. Log Cabin and Our House dams divert water into New Bullards Bar Reservoir, and water
released from New Bullards Bar Dam travels through the New Colgate, Narrows II and Narrows I
powerhouses, where it is used to generate carbon-free electricity.
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REDUCING FLOOD RISK: After devastating floods in 1986 and 1997, Yuba Water

Agency developed collaborative strategies to reduce the flood risk. Several have already
been realized, including working with our partners to invest more than $450 million in
improving 29 miles of levees, and implementing Forecast Informed Operations to coordinate
releases with DWR’s Oroville Dam. We worked closely with DWR during the 2017 Oroville
emergency to maximize the use of New Bullards Bar, reducing risk downstream of the
confluence of the Yuba and Feather rivers. Other efforts to make an even bigger impact are
just getting underway, such as our plans to build a secondary spillway at New Bullards Bar,
which will also significantly enhance dam safety. We are on the path to have a 200 year level
of flood protection for urbanized areas by 2023.

HYDROPOWER: Yuba Water Agency’s hydropower facilities provide important electric

grid stabilization in California while offering a clean, carbon-free source of electricity. We are
in the midst of relicensing with the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC), in order
to continue to provide these missions for the long term, and we have proposed a
management strategy with measures that will improve fish habitat and wildlife resources,
and improve recreational opportunities for visitors to New Bullards Bar Reservoir.

WATER SUPPLY: Providing reliable Yuba River water supplies to farms and ranches is
one of the agency’s core missions. Each year, we supply 260,000 acre-feet to eight water
districts, who in turn supply 60,000 acres of farmland with water. This surface water has
replenished the south Yuba groundwater aquifer, which prior to the 1980s was severely
overdrafted, and now, through careful stewardship, this basin has recovered to historic levels.
This combined with surface water deliveries to the north Yuba aquifer provides a reliable
water supply for the 80 percent of Yuba County’s population that relies on groundwater. Yuba
Water Agency’s proactive implementation of the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act
complements our work to manage groundwater, and is why Yuba Water was among the first
in California to complete groundwater sustainability plans for the North and South Yuba
Subbasins, two years earlier than required.
AN UNPRECEDENTED INITIATIVE – THE LOWER YUBA ACCORD:

The award-winning Lower Yuba River Accord is a landmark partnership between Yuba Water
Agency and 17 other agencies and NGOs that has improved conditions for salmon and
steelhead in the Yuba River. In 2009, we received California’s highest environmental honor,
the Governor’s Environmental and Economic Leadership Award, for the Yuba Accord. The
program, which continues today, established science-based higher instream flows for the fish.
Local farmers and ranchers received water supply certainty to continue to raise valuable crops,
and to provide seasonal waterfowl habitat. Yuba Water Agency uses revenue from Yuba Accord
water transfers to invest in levee improvements in Yuba County, and the transfers themselves
support other California communities during drought.

Powering a brighter future for Yuba County
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